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enmity. During Ms last sittings in Westminster Hall he
hid his face from the Bar and the public behind an official
nosegay. He told his young brother Roger that he believed
he had a shamed look as of one who had done evil, and that
he had lost his former mien of authority. It was no doubt
pure fancy, born of feverish disease and mental misery,
caused by the disdain of his prince and the insolence of the
man who was waiting for his shoes. He had retired to his
seat at Wroxton in Oxfordshire before Jeffreys left London,
and died on September 5th, three days after the execution
of Alice Lisle.
Alice Lisle, a widow lady of over seventy, lived at Moyles
Court, near Ringwood, in Hampshire, a county in which
there had been no actual rebellion. Her husband, John
Lisle, was Member for Winchester and one of Cromwell's
Commissioners of the Great Seal, and had also been one of
the judges of Charles the First. Cromwell had made him
a lord and, though her title was not legally recognized at
the Restoration, the local people addressed his widow as
Lady Lisle. When the King returned Lisle fled to Switzer-
land, where he was murdered by Royalist hirelings. There
was enough in the history of her late husband to make her a
fit subject for the revenge of James.
For the King was a man devoid of gratitude or forgive-
ness, otherwise the testimony of decent members of his own
party would have weighed with him in their intercession.
For Lady St John and Lady Abergavenny wrote strongly to
Lord Clarendon, and the King was clearly reminded how
she had favoured the friends, of the late King in the Civil
War; and how her kindness to them when they were refugees
in the earlier troubles had endeared her to the Tory squires
and gentry of Hampshire, who knew her now only as a good
woman and kind neighbour, and one ready, without thought
of politics, to shelter the poor and the distressed.
And if her own character and acts of charity to his friends
had little or no weight with James, the fact that her son had
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